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REGIONAL ROUNDUP Surrey has last laugh as its downtown core attracts world-class tenants and developers
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nce best known for low-rent retail and
|:| questionable characters, the Whalley
area of Surrey has seen an injection of rapid
transit, high-rise condos and up-market resi-
dents this decade that may change its face
forever.

The arrival of the Skytrain was instrumen-
tal in Whalley’s revival, but the subsequent
development of one of the province’s largest
concentrations of tower condominiums and the
relocation of government offices and a new
university campus are creating the critical
mass needed to push an aggressive municipal
plan for a new downtown in B.C.’s second-
largest city.

The City of Surrey is currently working
on a $6 million project with the province and
Ottawa to create a “transit village” in Whalley,
anchored around the busy Surrey Central
Skytrain station.

The project is part of Transport Canada’s
Urban Transportation Showcase Program in
which senior governments provide funding for
infrastructure designed to increase the use of
public transit.

The Transit Village Project will reconsider
the proposed land use plan for the area and
develop strategies to increase walking, cycling
and transit use. The project could include the
construction of sidewalks, traffic calming,
signage, improved lighting and traffic signal
priority, improved pedestrian and cyclist cross-
ings, bus shelters, street furniture and bicycle
lockers.

In the longer term, it means the development
of a revised City Centre backed by by-law
changes that could encourage higher density
housing and mixed-use projects and go a long
way to improving the area’s optics.
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The template for the redevelopment is the
successful Campbell Heights industrial park.
There, the City of Surrey signed an agreement
with a consortium of development companies
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that bought city-owned land in the Stokes Pit
area at bargain prices in return for a cost-shar-
ing arrangement on infrastructure.

Architect Bruce Haden, whose firm has
been hired to help develop the Whalley village
plan, said success depends on making the area
more pedestrian friendly. The plan includes
upgrades in public amenities such as a public
square and improved recreational facilities.

Last May, Hudema Consulting and
Colliers International Realty Advisors were
contracted to conduct a Retail and Service
Business Study for the Whalley Business
Improvement Association.

The study found that there is 1.6 million
square feet of commercial floor area, includ-
ing almost 1 million square feet of retail in the
neighbourhood around King George Highway
and 104th Avenue.
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The largest concentration of retail is in the
Central City shopping mall, where approxi-
mately 600,000 square feet of enclosed space
is located. The mall is across King George
Highway from several large format retailers
and smaller centres. Surrounding areas have
significantly less retail and are entirely made
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up of small strip centres or street-level store-
fronts.

Hudema noted that development interest has
increased dramatically in Whalley in the last
five years, and particularly in the last year. The
City Centre tower at Central City has helped
increase the profile of the area. Two years ago,
the Marche Internationale des Professionels
de I’Immobilier gave Central City, designed
by Vancouver architect Bing Thom, its most
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