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REGIONAL ROUNDUP “Amazing” new Park Bridge puts strategic East Kootenay towns on the real estate fast track
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olden mayor James Doyle has seen
the shape of the future: it is 30 storeys
high, a quarter-mile long and draws
more than 10,000 vehicles a day right into the
heart of his East Kootenay town.

“The new Park bridge is an amazing feat
of engineering,” Doyle said following the
August 31 opening of the $130 million bridge
that removes a dangerous bottleneck on the
Trans Canada highway. Doyle said the bridge,
funded by the federal and provincial govern-
ments under the $4 billion Canada Strategic
Infrastructure Fund, is already a tourist des-
tination.

The bridge, one of the largest single con-
struction projects in British Columbia, opened
21 months ahead of schedule.

Before the reconstruction project, the 26-
kilometre stretch of road was considered one
of the worst in Canada, averaging 140 acci-
dents a year — more than two-and-a-half times
the provincial average. “We now have a safe
route through the canyon,” said Doyle, “that is
the important thing.”

The Kicking Horse Canyon is a vital B.C.
trade route, and the upgrading the route * has
been our number 1 transportation priority,”
said Premier Gordon Campbell, who was
on hand to witness the opening. “This fantas-
tic new bridge and its approaches are a great
example of the federal and provincial govern-
ments working together with the private sec-
tor.”

Through a public-private partnership with
the province, the private-sector Trans-Park
Highway Group contributed funds to the
project and is responsible for its design and
construction. It will maintain the highway and
bridge for the next 25 years.

Built under Phase 2 of the Kicking Horse
Canyon Project, the Park Bridge is a 405-
metre span featuring five piers reaching up as
high as 90 metres. Approaches to the bridge
and realignment of more than five kilometres
of new four-lane highway east of Golden have
also been completed. The rest of the Phase 2
work will be completed in January 2008.
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The Park Bridge through the Kicking Horse

Canyon opened August 31, 21 months ahead

of schedule. It carries at least 10,000 vehicles a day, and traffic is expected to double.

The first phase of the project, completed
last year, replaced the old Yoho Bridge and
upgraded three kilometres of the Trans-Canada
Highway to a four-lane, 100 kilometre-per-
hour standard. The federal government com-
mitted $20.8 million toward the first phase,
with $43.4 million provided by the province
of B.C.

“The opening of this new bridge marks
a milestone in the development of British
Columbia’s key trade corridors,” said
Lawrence Cannon, minister of transport,
infrastructure and communities. “In addition
to improving safety and easing traffic conges-
tion, the resulting economic benefits will have
a positive impact on local communities and on
the entire region.”

Loigdiooooooo
That may be an understatement, at least for
Golden,

After he talked with Western Investor, Doyle
rushed into a council and planning department
meeting where the top agenda was revamp-
ing the town’s official community plan, last

updated 13 years ago, to direct the growth that
the bridge has already accelerated.

“We have two residential subdivisions
underway right now,” Doyle said.

Residential prices would probably be a shock
to most visitors to this town of 6,000 residents.
“It is not uncommon to see $1 million homes
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